
Text Around a Circle 

1. Select the Ellipse tool from your 
Toolbar or by pressing "L" on your 
keyboard. Hold down the Shift key 
on your keyboard and draw a circle 
with the Ellipse tool. Select the 
circle, then click + Alt + Drag to 
create a duplicate circle. Move this 
circle out of the way - you will not 
need it until the end of the tutorial. 

2. Select the Path Type Tool and click 
anywhere on the circumference of 
the circle you just created. The circle 
will turn into a blue outlined circle 
with an I-beam on it. 

3. Wherever you click on the circle will 
mark the beginning of your text. If 
you have a small circle, it's best to 
keep the point size of the text small 
in order to give the text a smoother 
curve. Type 'Around the'. 

4. If the point size of the text is to 
large simply double click on it, click 
and drag to select all the text, then 
change the font size in the Character 
palette. 

5. To position the text in a certain 
position first select the Selection tool 
(Press "V"), then click on the text. 
Click on the I-beam that appears 
and drag it around the circle as 
shown. 

6. With the Selection tool click + Alt + 
Drag to create a duplicate of this 
object. TIP: Let go of the mouse 
button before the Alt key - or the 
duplication will not work.  

7. Working on the second Path Type 
object, double click the text on the 
path. Highlight it and then change it 
to say 'World'.  

8. With the Selection tool click on the 
word. When the I-beam appears, 
click on it and drag the text to the 
center- bottom of the circle.  

9. Now we need to move the text below 
the path. In the Character palette, 
enter a negative value for the 
Baseline-shift. Start with -12 pt, if 
this adds to much distance, increase 
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the number (i.e. -8 pt). If the word 
has not moved enough and is 
intersecting the path, decrease the 
number (i.e. -30 pt).  

10. With the Selection tool, click and 
drag the 'World' path and position it 
over the 'Around the' path - lining up 
the circles.  

11. But there's no visible circle! Take the 
circle - copied way back when - fill 
it, stroke it, jazz it up. Then select it, 
move it, and line it up with the circle 
of the path type.  

 

 

 

   

 


